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Lessons for kids  
4 months to 12 years old

10

Carolyn & Jim Redinger
Real Estate & Property Management

614.679.1274
Carolyn – Broker/Owner/Realtor

CRB, CRS, GRI, ABR, PSA, CSD, SRES, SRS, AHWD, C-RETS, RENE, MRP, FSM
credinger@infinityliving.org • Linkedin.com/in/carolyn-redinger-b3ab626

www.facebook.com/carolyn.redinger • www.facebook.com/InfinityLiving.org
www.infinityliving.org
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614-653-0639 • 1-877-DRY-TIME
www.mybasementdoctor.com

Drew Sanderell

614-893-7315 | info@premiereht.com | premiereht.com

Custom Home Theaters | Front Projection Systems
Home Automation

Multi-Room Audio/Video/Lighting Control Systems
Flat Panel TV’s | Video Walls | A/V Receivers
Separates | Speakers | Central Vac | Security

Computer Networks | Electrical/Licensed
Parishioner

Joseph M. Mess, DDS, MS
Specialist in Orthodontics
614-457-6567
4775 Knightsbridge Blvd., Cols.
2060 Arlington Ave., UA
www.messortho.com

Dine-in      Carry-out      Catering

Monday-Thursday: 11-8 • Friday 11-9 • Saturday 4-9 •  Sunday 4-8
www.caffedavinciua.com

“Bringing A Taste of Italy to UA”

3080 Tremont at Zollinger • 614-459-9945

SERVICES CONTACT
Cosmetic Dentistry 614-262-4150
Dental Implants 3791 N. High St.
Emergency Dental Care Columbus, OH 
Comprehensive Care for 43214
Adults and Chidren
Invisalign

MICHAEL VICTOR COOK , DDS

We will make you smile!

www.creativesmilescolumbus.com

Call InsuranCe agenCy
Auto, Home, Business, Life, Health, Group
Serving Columbus and Central Ohio Since 1946

www.callinsurance.com

614-846-4120

Plumbing – Heating – Cooling
614-299-7700

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1967

Restaurant • Carryout
5788 Frantz Road

Italian Dining 

614-766-6900
enricospizzarestaurant.com

IN-HOME CARE – HomeHelpersHomeCare.com/Columbus – Meals – Med reminders – Dementia care

Grandview
614-486-9200

Dublin
614-916-9200

www.zcucina.com

Custom Home
Remodeling
Kitchen • Bathrooms
Basements • Flooring

trim carpentry •
Drywall

Call Mark Leedy

614-406-4717 Parishioner

Don & Marlene Monesi, Parishioners
1715 Atlas Street I Columbus, OH 43228 I 614-921-91831715 Atlas Street | Columbus, Oh 43228 | 614-921-9183 

 

Columbus
Landmark 

Since
1939

Fr.
DeVille’s
Favorite

Pizza

John, Mary &
Tom Plank

(Your Host)
743 Parsons

Avenue at
Sycamore

“A Family Gathering Place” 
Open Monday-Saturday; 

Sunday Noon-9pm
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

We Deliver Entire Menu
Banquet & Meeting Rooms

NORTHWEST
4661 Kenny Rd. • 614-451-5900

CENTRAL
403 E. Broad St. • 614-221-6665

Andy Ryan, Parishionerwww.egan-ryan.com

614-734-9800
10561 Sawmill Parkway, Powell

www.bridgewaterbanquetcenter.com

BRIDGEWATER
Banquet & Conference Center

• WEDDINGS • SOCIAL EVENTS • CORPORATE GATHERINGS

kofc11275@standrewparish.cc

ST. ANDREW
COUNCIL #11275

614-497-1776
www.potty4u.com

4522 Lockbourne Rd,
Columbus, OH 43207

VIRIBUS WELLNESS
& COUNSELING

Individual and Family Counseling
Talks and Education on Wellness • Pietra Fitness Classes

Helping you and your family to regain strength
and Peace of Mind, Body, and Spirit.

614.681.0047
www.viribuswellness.comMaria Elliott, LPCC

HOPE
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM-4:00 PM
THE CHURCH IS OPEN DAILY: 6:00 AM-8:30 PM

WEEKEND / WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil Mass – 4:30 PM

Sunday – 7:30 AM, 9:15 AM, 11:00 AM
Weekdays – 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM

Saturday Morning – 9:00 AM

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays, 3:15-4:15 PM or by appointment

1899 McCoy Road // Columbus, Ohio 43220 // 614-451-4290
www.StandrewParish.cc

#8
98

6-
AS

-1
1/

6/
24



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 1, 2024

PDF DOCUMENT ONCE DTP!PDF DOCUMENT ONCE DTP!

MASS INTENTIONS STAFF DIRECTORY
CLERGY		  614-451-4290
Msgr. Stephan Moloney, Pastor	 Ext. 101
Rev. Lawrence Tabi, Parochial Vicar	 Ext. 103
Deacon Thomas M. Berg, Jr.
Deacon Daniel Dowler
Rev. William DeVille, In Holy Service
  whd22@aol.com
Rev. Paul Noble, In Residence,
  pnoble@columbuscatholic.org

PARISH OFFICE STAFF	 614-451-4290
Thomas Conigy, Business Manager	 Ext. 106
  tconigy@standrewparish.cc
Jen Wenzke, Parish Secretary	 Ext. 100
  jwenzke@standrewparish.cc
Joe Tomlinson, Accounting	 Ext. 105
  accounting@standrewparish.cc
Mary Beasecker, Communications 	 Ext. 104
  mbeasecker@standrewparish.cc
Emily Jaminet, Adult Faith/RCIA	 Ext. 110
  ejaminet@standrewparish.cc
Greg Price, Buildings Superintendent
  gprice@standrewparish.cc
Philip Lortz, Director of Music 	 614-451-1839
  plortz@standrewparish.cc

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION	 614-451-2855
Kathy Dowler, Director Religious Ed. 	 Ext. 305
  kdowler@standrewparish.cc

SCHOOL ADMIN/STAFF	 614-451-1626
Joel Wichtman, Principal 	 Ext. 234
  jwichtma@cdeducation.org
Jenni Duffy, Assistant Principal	 Ext. 235
  jbucher@cdeducation.org
Julie Strayer, Administrative Assistant	 Ext. 223
  jstrayer@cdeducation.org
Heather Roush, School Secretary	 Ext. 228
  hroush@cdeducation.org
Kyletta Scheirmann, Latchkey	 Ext. 105
  kscheirmann@cdeducation.org 

BRYCE ECK ACTIVITY CENTER	 614-459-1402
Karen McCurdy, Facility Manager	 Ext. 1	
kmccurdy@cdeducation,org
Amanda Carter, Preschool Director	 Ext. 2	
acarter@cdeducation.org

Saturday:		 Nov. 30 Vigil, First Sunday of Advent
	 4:30 p.m.	 For the People of St. Andrew Parish
 
Sunday:		  Dec. 1, First Sunday of Advent
	 7:30 a.m. 	 Julie Kottenstette
	 9:15 a.m.	 Chuck Swartz III
	11:00 a.m.	 Michelle Pappa                 

Monday:		  Dec. 2, Weekday Mass
	 6:30 a.m.	 John and Rosemary Persinger 
		  & Joseph and Katherine Reed
	 8:30 a.m.	 Matthew DeFilippis
	  
Tuesday:		  Dec. 3, St. Francis Xavier
	 6:30 a.m.	 Richard Lumpe
	 8:30 a.m.	 Shirley Horner
	
Wednesday:	Dec. 4, Weekday Mass
	 6:30 a.m.	 Matt Pequignot	
	 8:30 a.m.	 Marilyn Braun
		
	Thursday:	 Dec. 5, Weekday Mass
	 6:30 a.m.	 Edmund and Barbara Herb
	 8:30 a.m.	 T.J. Duffy
	
Friday:		  Dec. 6, Weekday Mass
	 6:30 a.m.	 Arthur G. Lorr, Sr. 
	 8:30 a.m.	 Marie Dwyer Pieper
	
Saturday:		 Dec. 7, St. Ambrose
	 9:00 a.m.	 Lloyd Mallett
		
		  Vigil, Second Sunday of Advent
	 4:30 p.m.	 Dr. Joseph Banks
 
Sunday:		  Dec. 8, Second Sunday of Advent
	 7:30 a.m. 	 For the People of St. Andrew Parish
	 9:15 a.m.	 Norma Johanni
	11:00 a.m.	 Sally and George Nardi

BAPTISMS
Hudon Blaine Hall

son of Alexander and Janelle Hall
Noah James Scott

son of Matt and Amy Scott 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE
Catharine Clark and Jake Anderson

OUR NEXT BLOOD DRIVE will be Monday, 
Dec. 2, from 1:00-5:45 p.m. in Nugent 
Parish Hall.  If you would like to schedule an 
appointment to give blood at St. Andrew 
Parish, visit RedCrossBlood.org, sponsor 
code: SACC, or call 1-800-733-2767. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Parishioners,

This weekend is the First Sunday of Advent. Advent 
begins on December 1 this year, so we know that 
there are only 24 days of Advent until Christmas. 
Do you remember those reminders we used to see 
in the newspapers telling us "only XX number of 
shopping days until Christmas"? Well, our calendar 
is telling us that we have only 23 days left to prepare 
ourselves for the coming of Christ among us. 

I want us all to have a peaceful and prayerful 
Advent, and to use this time to prepare our hearts to 
welcome Christ. For this reason, I strongly urge you 
to come to the Advent Evening of Reflection at  
St. Andrew with Fr. Thomas Blau, O.P. It's taking place 
this evening, Sunday, Dec. 1, at 7:00 p.m., in the 
church. It's important that we use these precious few 
days of Advent wisely, and to spiritually prepare to 
experience the mystery of God with us. So, you won't 
want to miss this evening of reflection. 

May God bless you all this holy season of Advent.

Your Pastor,

Monsignor Stephan Moloney

"GETTING MORE OUT OF THE ADVENT AND 
CHRISTMAS SEASONS"

SUNDAY, DEC. 1 // 7:00 P.M. 
ST. ANDREW CHURCH

All are welcome to spiritually prepare 
for Advent and Christmas.

with Fr. Thomas Blau O.P.

Your child will love Christmas shopping for family and 
friends! There will be hundreds of gifts to choose from 

ranging in price from .50 to $12!

All proceeds benefit the 
St. Andrew Home & School Association.

PENGUIN PATCH 
HOLIDAY SHOP 
THIS WEEKEND!

SUNDAY, DEC. 1
8:30 A.M. - 12:30 P.M.

MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM

An Evening 
of Reflection

BRING A CAN (or four) TO MASS! 
Canned goods and other nonperishable 
food items are always needed for the  
St. James the Less Food Pantry.  Members 
of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul make 
deliveries regularly to the food pantry.  

Suggested items are pasta, rice, beans, and soup.  Please 
place your donation in the bin marked "St. James the 
Less" in the Parlor.  Bless you for your generosity.

DONUT SUNDAY THIS WEEKEND! 
Join us this Sunday after ALL 
morning Masses in Nugent Parish 
Hall. This month's Donut Sunday 
is sponsored by St. Andrew 
Parish Council.  Parishioners and 
guests are welcome to stop by 
and enjoy donuts, coffee, and 
tea. Parish Council members will be available to share 
more information about current council initiatives and 
upcoming organizational activities.

Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception

Monday, Dec. 9

Mass Times:
6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., *12:15 p.m., and 7:00 p.m.

*The 12:15 p.m. Mass will be livestreamed.
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SUNDAY OFFERING
	 NOV 17	 YTD
ACTUAL	 $ 40,441	  	 $ 	 617,902
BUDGET	 $ 32,692 		 $	 653,846
LAST YEAR	 $ 23,112		  $	 590,562

Thank you to all who are responding generously to our 
financial need. Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
We encourage you to consider Online 
Giving, which is safe, secure, and 
convenient. To sign up, visit osvhub.
com/st-andrew-parish/funds or 
contact Business Manager Thomas 
Conigy at tconigy@standrewparish.
cc or 614-451-4290, ext. 106.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Please join us for Eucharistic Adoration 
on Tuesdays from 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
Eucharistic Adoration is simply the act of 
being in Christ’s real presence while the 
Eucharist is on the altar. Adorers may 
stay as briefly or as long as they would 
like. Adoration concludes at 8:45 p.m. 
with Compline (end of day prayers) and 

Benediction. Make time to be in Christ’s presence and 
open yourself to the graces that flow from the Eucharist!

Weekly Adoration Hosts: Parish Council (first Tuesday); 
St. Vincent de Paul (second Tuesday); Walking With 
Purpose (third Tuesday); Men of the Parish (fourth 
Tuesday).

St. Andrew Council #11275
Knights of Columbus

WREATH PICK UP AFTER MASSES THIS WEEKEND! If you 
ordered a wreath, stop by the Nugent Parish Hall Patio after 
Mass on November 30 or December 1 to pick up your wreath. 
Remaining decorated wreaths will be sold at the Christmas 
Tree Sale (while supplies last).

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE HAS BEGUN!
Shop our great selection of trees, including Fraser firs, a couple 
Colorado blue spruces, and a few Scotch pines, all in a variety 
of sizes. Prices range from $29 to $199. Shop early for the best 

selection!  

SALE LOCATION:
Bryce Eck Center

4888 Reed Road, Columbus, OH 43220

SALE HOURS: 
Wednesday through Friday: 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Saturday: 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Sunday: Noon-5:00 p.m. 

Closed Monday and Tuesday

CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKET COLLECTION

St. Andrew Knights will accept cash donations to 
support the Our Lady of Guadalupe Food Pantry 
following Masses on November 30 and December 1, 
and December 7 & 8. If you prefer to give online, visit 
tinyurl.com/OLGBasket2024 or use the QR code. 

ST. ANDREW SMART GIVING: MAXIMIZE 
YOUR IMPACT AND LOWER YOUR TAXES

As 2024 draws to a close, now is the time 
to lower your tax burden while supporting 
St. Andrew Parish.  If you are 70 ½ years 
or older, you can take advantage of the 
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD), 
which allows you to make a tax-free transfer 
of up to $105,000 from your traditional or 
Roth IRA directly to a qualified charity like 
St. Andrew Parish. The QCD can be used 
to contribute to St. Andrew endowment 
funds, helping ensure our sustainability for 
years to come. IRA rollovers can take up to a 
month to process, so now is the time to start 
your year-end giving. Act quickly and fulfill 
your charitable intentions and reduce your 
taxable income for 2024. 

For more information on IRA rollovers or 
other ways you can support our parish 
endowment funds, contact Christy Steffy 
at 614-443-8893, ext. 1100, or CSteffy@
Catholic-Foundation.org.

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT:
Begin your Advent journey
by blessing your Advent 
wreath. Light the first 
violet candle and sing 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”
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THE ST. ANDREW ADVENT GIVING 
TREE offers a unique opportunity 
for our parish to participate as a 
community in giving to those in need. 
We will fulfill wishes for the following 
families:

•GREEN CROSSES: Students at  
St. James the Less
•BLUE ANGELS: Missionaries of Charity 
serving the poor in Appalachia
•YELLOW STARS: Infants & children 
served by the Christ Child Society
•RED HEARTS: Family meals for  
St. Stephens Community House
The Tree will go up the first Sunday of Advent. 
Parishioners are asked to select an “ornament” or two 
from baskets near the Trees at the entrances to the church 
and fulfill the wish. 

Please affix the yellow star to the unwrapped gifts/
packages going to the Christ Child Society. Gift cards for 
St. James the Less and Missionaries of Charity should be 
placed in an envelope with the angel or cross attached. 
Please indicate the amount of the gift card for us! ALL 
GIFTS MUST BE DROPPED OFF BY DECEMBER 15 to 
assure delivery by Christmas! All donations are greatly 
appreciated! 

RUN THE RACE/THE BRIAN MUHA 
FOUNDATION SERVICE PROJECT

St. Andrew students are collecting items for local 
children who spend time at the Run the Race Center 
on the city’s west side. The Center provides a safe 
place for children and surrounds them with people 
who love and care about them and their futures. It is 
a place where children grow academically, spiritually, 
emotionally, and physically. 

PARISHIONERS ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE COLLECTION. If you would like to help, we are 
asking for donations of empty shoeboxes and new 
pajamas in all sizes (children to adult) for the kids 
served by the Center and their families. 

Donation bins labeled "pajamas" are in the parlor. 
Please put donations in the bin anytime between 
now and December 12.

MRS. CLAUS’ KITCHEN WILL BE OPEN FOR COOKIE SALES! 
Cookie trays will be sold for $7 per dozen (while supplies last). 
Cash or check will be accepted. 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA!
SUNDAY, DEC. 8

AFTER ALL MASSES // NUGENT PARISH HALL

Enjoy all-you-can-eat 
pancakes, sausage,  
bacon, juice, milk  

and coffee!
Adults  (13+) ~ $10 

Kids 6-12 ~ $5 
Kids under 5 FREE!

Bakers are needed! Mrs. Claus needs help filling the trays. Any 
Christmas convection is gratefully accepted, cut-out cookies are 
a favorite. For more details and to volunteer to bake, assemble 
cookie trays, or help at the Bake Sale, visit our SignupGenius 
volunteer page at www.tinyurl.com/santacookies24. 

Santa will be on site for photos and fun!
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THE FIGHT OF FAITH equips 
and enables men to engage in 
the cosmic, spiritual battle raging 
in our day. Biblical identities will 
emerge to inspire heroic lives of 
service to a calling greater than 
ourselves.  JOIN US SATURDAY MORNINGS at the 
Bryce Eck Center. Our last session for the 2024 year 
will be Saturday, Dec. 7. Doors open at 6:30 a.m. for 
fellowship and breakfast, followed by a presentation 
and group discussion at 7:00 a.m. Each session ends by 
8:00 a.m. For information or to register, contact Colin 
Bellantis at 440-728-4166 or colinbellantis@gmail.com. 
To learn more about THAT MAN IS YOU!, visit  
www.TMIY.org.

MEN’S WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY: Join 
us as we discuss the first and second 
books of the Maccabees each Friday 
from 7:00-8:00 a.m., in the Parish 
Office Lower Level Meeting Room. 
Learn more about the Maccabees, 
martyrdom, intercession, and 
persecution in this 31-week Bible 
study series for men of all ages! The study combines 
commentary from renowned theologian Scott Hahn 
with time-tested interpretations from the fathers of 
the Church. No homework or reading is required 
between meetings. Coffee is provided. For more 
information, contact John Schechter at 614-565-0824 
or jedwardschechter@gmail.com.

SAT, DEC 7: Vigil, Second Sunday of Advent 
	 4:30 PM Mass
	 David Hiser..................................... EMHC-B - B1 
   	 Kathy Couvreur.............................. EMHC-B - B2 
   	 Pamela Sprigler.............................. Lector - A 
   	 Amy Tague...................................... Lector - B 
   	 Miriam Devine................................ Altar Server 
   	 Thomas Reidenbach..................... Altar Server

SUN, DEC 8: Second Sunday of Advent 
	 7:30 AM Mass 
	 Don McNeal................................... EMHC-B - B1 
   	 Sudie Mitchell................................ EMHC-B - B2 
   	 Jason Mays..................................... Lector - A 
   	 Carson Reider................................ Lector - B 
   	 Adeline Mays.................................. Altar Server 
   	 Elise Mays....................................... Altar Server                      	
	 9:15 AM Mass 
	 Megan Bellantis............................. EMHC-B - B1 
   	 Lindsay Kaleta................................ EMHC-B - B2 
   	 Ciara Decot..................................... EMHC-B - B CHOIR 
   	 Dave Shiddenhelm........................ EMHC-B - B3 
   	 Mark Pardi....................................... EMHC-C - C1 
   	 Debby Murphy............................... EMHC-C - C2 
   	 David Tague................................... EMHC-C - C CHOIR 
   	 Kevin Carpenter............................. EMHC-C - C3 
   	 Judy Kjellandar.............................. Lector - A 
   	 Mike Luckett................................... Lector - B 
   	 Lydia Ruhe...................................... Altar Server 
   	 Maggie Leahy................................. Altar Server                             	
	 11:00 AM Mass
	 Martha Radtke.............................. EMHC-B - B1 
   	 Liz Meyers..................................... EMHC-B - B2 
   	 Colin Bellantis............................... Lector - A 
   	 Damion Faulkner.......................... Lector - B 
   	 Agatha Foley................................ Altar Server 
   	 Ethan Kohl.................................... Altar Server

MON, DEC 9: FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
	 12:15 PM Mass 
	 Dee Pellissier ................................. EMHC-B - B1
	 Bette Jo Feeney............................. EMHC-B - B2
	 Randy Doherty .............................. Lector - A
	 Angela Bonfante............................ Lector - B
	 Ave Holowchak.............................. Altar Server
	 VOLUNTEER NEEDED................... Altar Server    

	 7:00 PM Mass 
	 Rita Wanner.................................... EMHC-B - B1
	 Amy Tague ..................................... EMHC-B - B2
	 Mary Kasberg................................. Lector - A
	 Anna Wang..................................... Lector - B
	 Joseph Kaleta................................. Altar Server (sub req)
	 Jonathan Koeninger ..................... Altar Server  

LITURGICAL VOLUNTEERS

To volunteer, visit www.rotundasoftware.com/
ministry/standrewcolumbus, or use the QR code 
here. If you need help with your username or 
password, contact the Parish Office, 614-451-4290.

THANK YOU, BULLETIN SPONSORS! Thanks to our 
sponsors and Dee Printing, the bulletin is published 

weekly at no cost to the parish. ADVERTISE IN 
OUR BULLETIN! Please help support our parish by 

advertising in our bulletin. Contact Kati at Dee Printing 
614.777.8700 or kati@deeprinting.com.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12
 BRYCE ECK CENTER – KELLY HALL

Euchre~10 a.m. // Bingo~11 a.m. // Lunch~Noon

The luncheons are a great way to catch up with old 
friends and forge new friendships with seniors within 

our St. Andrew Parish community. If you are 55+ and a 
registered parishioner, come and join the fun! 

There is no cost. For more information, contact Karen 
McCurdy at kmccurdy@cdeducation.org.

NOVEMBER 
SENIOR LUNCH
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“Do This in Remembrance of Me” 
A Step-By-Step Walk Through the Mass 

Fr. Luke Spannagel 

Part 48: The Epiclesis 

Continuing now with the individual parts of the Eucharistic Prayer, we come to a really action-packed 
moment: the Epiclesis. What is the “Epiclesis”? How do we even pronounce it? (A common pronunciation 
is Epp-eh-clee-sis.) Charles Belmonte teaches, “In the Epiclesis, the priest requests God the Father to 
send the Holy Spirit so that the bread and wine offered may become Christ’s Body and Blood and so we 
may be able to celebrate the Eucharistic mystery, and to make all the effects of the sacrament operative in 
us. At the same time, the priest extends his hands, palms downward, over the chalice and host, and traces 
the sign of the cross over them. With this gesture, he asks God to pour his blessing over the gifts offered 
and to turn them into his Son’s body and blood” (Understanding the Mass, p. 135). That is a lot of action 
for a few quick words! This is an important moment because it gives us notice about what is soon to 
come: the changing of the bread and wine into the very Body and Blood of Jesus. 

Why Bells Are Sometimes Used during the Epiclesis 
According to the Diocese of Peoria, “The Epiclesis is the invocation of the Holy Spirit upon the gifts to be 
offered… It is through the power of the Holy Spirit who descended upon the apostles at Pentecost that 
the priest, through his hands, offers the human gifts and earthly elements to be consecrated into Godly 
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for a few quick words! This is an important moment because it gives us notice about what is soon to 
come: the changing of the bread and wine into the very Body and Blood of Jesus. 

Why Bells Are Sometimes Used during the Epiclesis 
According to the Diocese of Peoria, “The Epiclesis is the invocation of the Holy Spirit upon the gifts to be 
offered… It is through the power of the Holy Spirit who descended upon the apostles at Pentecost that 
the priest, through his hands, offers the human gifts and earthly elements to be consecrated into Godly 

“Do This in Remembrance of Me” 
A Step-By-Step Walk Through the Mass 

Fr. Luke Spannagel 

Part 48: The Epiclesis 

Continuing now with the individual parts of the Eucharistic Prayer, we come to a really action-packed 
moment: the Epiclesis. What is the “Epiclesis”? How do we even pronounce it? (A common pronunciation 
is Epp-eh-clee-sis.) Charles Belmonte teaches, “In the Epiclesis, the priest requests God the Father to 
send the Holy Spirit so that the bread and wine offered may become Christ’s Body and Blood and so we 
may be able to celebrate the Eucharistic mystery, and to make all the effects of the sacrament operative in 
us. At the same time, the priest extends his hands, palms downward, over the chalice and host, and traces 
the sign of the cross over them. With this gesture, he asks God to pour his blessing over the gifts offered 
and to turn them into his Son’s body and blood” (Understanding the Mass, p. 135). That is a lot of action 
for a few quick words! This is an important moment because it gives us notice about what is soon to 
come: the changing of the bread and wine into the very Body and Blood of Jesus. 

Why Bells Are Sometimes Used during the Epiclesis 
According to the Diocese of Peoria, “The Epiclesis is the invocation of the Holy Spirit upon the gifts to be 
offered… It is through the power of the Holy Spirit who descended upon the apostles at Pentecost that 
the priest, through his hands, offers the human gifts and earthly elements to be consecrated into Godly 



ST. ANDREW CHURCH COLUMBUS, OH

gifts and heavenly realities. Often we may hear the ‘sanctus bell’ to call our attention to this invocation and 
calling down of the Holy Spirit” (“A Study of the Mass,” p. 14). This might be a good time to mention the 
use of bells which, depending on your local traditions, you may hear a few different times during the 
Eucharistic Prayer, including at the Sanctus, Epiclesis, elevation of the Body and Blood of Jesus after 
Consecration, and after the priest receives Communion. Why bells? Perhaps especially our students will 
recognize the importance of bells (or similar signals), which help call our attention to a significant 
moment. 

For me, during my school years, the lunchtime bell was always a welcome sound! Similarly, during the 
Eucharistic Prayer, the sound of a bell can direct our attention to important moments, such as kneeling in 
preparation for Jesus who is to become present, asking the Holy Spirit to make our gifts of bread and 
wine worthy for the sacrifice of Mass, looking upon our Lord truly present in adoration elevated above the 
altar, or in our immediate preparation for Holy Communion. Although some may note that the bell is a 
tradition from times past when people often didn’t know the language of the prayers, in humble honesty, 
many of us will recognize that we still often need a call to attention so we don’t miss these important 
moments. 

A Prayer Asking for the Holy Spirit’s Help 
Although we normally think of the Epiclesis as the calling down of the Holy Spirit in anticipation of the 
changing of the gifts into the Most Holy Eucharist, as is often the case with the prayers of the Mass, there 
is even more there. Fr. Guy Oury explains, “The sign of acknowledgment and acceptance by God will be 
fruitful union with the sacrifice… But there can be more than one reason for this prayer. It may be to ask 
for acceptance of the sacrifice. It may also be to ask for fruitful participation in the sacrifice through Holy 
Communion. Or it may be to ask for the Consecration” (The Mass, p. 100). The bottom line is that we know 
we need the Holy Spirit’s help! To celebrate the Mass faithfully, receive Communion faithfully, and live 
faithfully: for all these acts, we need the Holy Spirit. 

So, the next time you hear that bell or see the priest extend his hands palms-down over the offering, 
remember that we are asking the Holy Spirit to sanctify the gifts and each one of our hearts! 

For Reflection: 
1. In preparation for your next Mass, ask the Holy Spirit’s help for fruitful participation in the liturgy. 
2. During the time of the Epiclesis, unite your heart with the intentions of this prayer by asking God’s 

acceptance of the sacrifice, our fruitful participation in the sacrifice, and the fulfillment of the 
Consecration. 

Source: www.eucharisticrevival.org/blog
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Specializing in kitchen, bathroom, basement remodels and room additions.

OwnerBrian Fox

cindifox22@yahoo.com | 614-306-8245

Our bulletin is printed
at no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers cover all expenses. 
We thank them and encourage you 

to support their businesses.
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Lessons for kids  
4 months to 12 years old
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Carolyn & Jim Redinger
Real Estate & Property Management

614.679.1274
Carolyn – Broker/Owner/Realtor

CRB, CRS, GRI, ABR, PSA, CSD, SRES, SRS, AHWD, C-RETS, RENE, MRP, FSM
credinger@infinityliving.org • Linkedin.com/in/carolyn-redinger-b3ab626

www.facebook.com/carolyn.redinger • www.facebook.com/InfinityLiving.org
www.infinityliving.org
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614-653-0639 • 1-877-DRY-TIME
www.mybasementdoctor.com
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614-893-7315 | info@premiereht.com | premiereht.com
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Call Mark Leedy
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www.viribuswellness.com
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