
 
 

March 25, 2021 
 
Dear Parishioners: 
 
Today we begin Holy Week in which we celebrate the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of our Savior 
Jesus Christ. On Palm Sunday, we commemorate Jesus’ solemn entrance into the holy city of Jerusalem. 
Although he is greeted with shouts of “Hosanna to the Son of David,” the royal welcome turns quickly to 
cries of “Crucify him!” This year on Palm Sunday we will hear the Passion according to Mark. Because we 
do not have missals available in the pews, we will be proclaiming the Passion differently than in the past, 
which will not involve the congregation speaking any parts. 
 
I remind you of the opportunities for confession during Holy Week on Monday (“Reconciliation 
Monday”) from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. and continuing thereafter until all are heard. On Wednesday, 
confessions will take place from 7:00 p.m. until all are heard. Confessions take place in the church. On 
Good Friday, confessions will be heard following the Good Friday Liturgy and following Stations of 
the Cross until all are heard. 
 
On Tuesday of next week, the priests and deacons will be attending the Chrism Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Brennan. At this Mass, the priests renew their commitment to the priesthood, and the holy oils 
used to celebrate the sacraments throughout the year are blessed by the Bishop. I am very happy that 
we are celebrating all the ceremonies of the Sacred Paschal Triduum this year, unlike last year. Although 
the ceremonies will be slightly modified because of COVID-19 safety protocols, we will still be able to 
gather for these solemn and meaningful celebrations.  Of course, we must wear masks, keep our 
distance as best we can, and sanitize our hands frequently, but we can celebrate these liturgies 
together. At the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on the evening of Holy Thursday, we will omit the 
“Mandatum” (the washing of feet); there will be Holy Communion for the faithful under the form of 
bread only (not from the cup except for the priests), and the Altar of Repose will be in the main church 
rather than the chapel. 
 
On Good Friday, the Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord will take place at 3:00 p.m. The Passion according 
to John will be proclaimed in a different way than we are accustomed to because there are no missals. 
The Veneration of the Cross will not include the people coming forward to kiss the cross individually. 
 
The Easter Vigil which begins Saturday, April 2, 8:30 p.m., and includes the celebration of the 
Sacraments of Initiation for our RCIA Elect and Candidates, will be slightly simplified. We won’t use 
congregational candles nor gather outside for the lighting of the Easter fire. We won’t fill the baptismal 
font or the holy water stoops, but we will include the renewal of baptismal promises and sprinkling with 
Holy Water.  It will be good to have the refreshing blessing of Holy Water after such a long drought! 



Easter Sunday Masses will also include the renewal of baptismal promises and the sprinkling with Holy 
Water. Easter Sunday may be crowded, and social distancing may be somewhat difficult. If attending in 
person, masks are a MUST. Although the dispensation from the Sunday obligation is still in effect, I do 
expect a larger attendance on Easter, so please be prepared for this and be very careful when coming to 
Mass. I do plan to have all of the Masses and services of the Triduum and Easter livestreamed for those 
who will not be attending in person. 
 
This Holy Week, let us acclaim Christ our Savior saying, “We adore you O Christ and we praise you 
because, by your holy Cross, you have redeemed the world!” 
 
Your Pastor, 
Msgr. Stephan Moloney 
 
 


